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The day befoiie vn^OVATARI * s 
AtariFest, Joe l^aters opened a 
package from the Atari Corp* 
Inside were a number of goodies 
Atari had forwarded for demo 
purposes at NOVATARI*s affair, 
including a copy of 4TARIWRITER 
PLUS. Joe asked me to do a 
short "first impressions*^ 
article om So , I pi eked i t ^ 

up yesterday and am using it as 
this is being written, 

ATARIWRITER PLUS, first 

announced at last Winter's Vegas 
CESf has been a long time in 
coming* Has it been worth the 
wait? Probably, although it may 
fall short of some folks* 
expectations. How does it 
differ from the current version 
of this popular word processor? 
Functionally both products are 
almost the same. If you're 
familiar with ATARIWRITER , using 
PLUS will be a snap. Major 
differences? For 130XE owners, 
seaory capacity has been 
increased to 46. 5K - enough for 
about 32 double-spaced pages. 
There are several other new 
bells and whistles including, to 
my personal delight, software 
supported double-column 
printing. 

laasmch ms this is not supposed 

to be a full-blown review and 
most readers are familiar with 
thm or4§4iial pw^m^^^ 1*11 just 
concentrate on differences 
between the two* Fjlrst of all, 
PLUS is disk-based. The program 
disk is double-sided, the 



standard version on the face and 

the XE version on the flip side. 
A second disk containing the, 
PROOFREADER dictionary is also 
supplied (more on this later). 
The 66-page manual is well 
written but lacks an index. No 
cue card is supplied, but all 
commands are listed in a "quick 
reference** section in the rear^ 
of the manual . 

Main Menu and I/O QfNerations: 
The main menu screen will be 
familiar to all ATARIWRITER^ 
users, l|ttt two new functions 
allow you to load the 
PROOFREADER and MAILMERGE 
modules (more later). You can: 
also get a directory listing on 
both drive one and two. Score 
one! And guess what? The 
filenames on those multi-file 
disks don't scroll off the top 
of the screen whi4«^ yon!'^ 
trying to read them. The first 
38 files are listed in a 
double-column format. The rest 
are accessed with tap on the 
RETURN key. Score another! And 
at the bottom of the directory 
screen is a sub-menu allowing 
you to load, delete, or save a 
file while the directory is 
right there in front of you. ^ 
Score another! Disk format 
commands can be directed to 
either drive one or two (Atari's 
enhanced density is forced if 
the system is booted with a 1050 
drive). By the way, all I/O 
commands now accept wild-cards. 
Score two. aocal .m^i^'-m$ynn M' ^'m 

The only other new feature on 
the menu screen is the global 
format function. When accessed, 
it shows ,aJLl the default 
formatting sat^lnga ^ top 
margin, type font, 

justification, etc. You know, 
all those fnnny symbols you're 
used to seeing on the top line 
of the edit screen. You can 
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make any desired changes ^ tjieij 
and there. Score another! 

When first. ^ ai^0ia#ing,H^ 
command from the menu screen, 
you are ^IJlowed to choose 
printer*-A#4.«ars from any one of 
seven Atari models (825, 1025, 
1027, 1020., 1029, and the new 
XMM 80 Ir^ifiMRd XD^ 121), the. J^payon 
FX-80, IDS Microprism 480, Juki 
6100, or a custom driver created 
with Hke prim%^^^^9^^^^V3kdule 
(see below). Score another! 
Yott . ^e also allowed tq "^rint" 

printer - to either drive or to 
S^iiaZ.iitorts Rl thru jl4« 

Edit Screen and text entry? 
PretJty much the same, but there 
are s couple of very helpful new 
features. PLUS allows you to 
format the edit screen up to 249 
eDlumns wide. ndU^iiag B\i,te f<mtl 
Set your columns to 96. 
Condejft^edl ^ Sj^t Mem to 132 . 
'Course you caa only view 40 
columns at a time - as you 
advance towards the right edge 
of the aeireeii tJie text SH^ 
off towards the left. Even so, 
this i% a boon to anyone who has 
tried to columnize text using 
the current version. Score one! 
You can also switch from INSERT 
t0 TYPEOVER mode for making 
corrections. Score another! 

Cursor Jtovaaeast: Only one 
change here. PLUS allows you to 
iadvance ox backspace by word, 
but the two*-f i^ngered , two-haaded 
keystroke required (SELECT/LEFT 
or _fel,GHT ARROW) , is awkward. 
Sc#i?je a half -point. 

Block. Operations: Th,x.ee A^w 
functions. PLUS allows you to 
alphabetize a list of words or 
phrases. This might be useful 
in ^ some -situations (index 
listings, etc.). Score a half 
point. PLUS also allaws .you_to 



obtain a word count on your 
entire text or any portion 
thereof. Score one! You are 
al»9., allowed to SAVE a 
designated block of text. Score 
another half point. Other block 
functions -'^ipjlTfit MOVE and 
DUPLICATE are essentially 
unchanged. The failsafe buffer 
^ijgi ^ the XE vej?'34.Qj^, adds 
approximately 8K more space than 
the non-XE version. 

Search and Replace: About the 
same, but keystroke sequences 
are different. You may search 
for a control character, use 
as a wildcard in your search 
string, search upward from the 
current cursor position, and 
search without having to respond 
to a REPLACE query aSfeax^ Quel 

Type Fonts and Embedded Printer 
Control Codes: The current 
versian of ATARIWRITER provides 
the user with three "default" 
type fonts - pica, condensed and 
proportional ^ those accessilile 
thru the "G" command. PLUS adds 
tbree 9i0re r elite, superacjclpt 
and subscript, the latter two 
claimed to be useable only with 
Atari's new IM^Ql priflit^rs 
(they produce condensed 

super/subscript on my Epson 
compatible Panasonic 1092, Just 
as intended). Both superscript 
and subscript are, of course, 
still available using the 
SELECT/UP-DOWN ARROW sequences. 
Actually, PLUS allows you to set 
up as many as nine "default" 
fonts using it's printer-driver 
utility (see below). An 
"ei^phasli&eil" oc "bold" i;pmpand 
is provided, and you can access 
the international character set 
on your printer, if it has one. 
As in the original ▼ersion, 
emtjedded printer control codes 
are accepted. Score three for 
the new "default" fonts and one 
more for the other new touches! 
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Print Formatting: All the 
standard print formatting 
features remain unchanged - 
centering text, headers, 

justification, line spacing, 
page numbering, automatic 
section heading, etc., etc. But 
PLUS adds one additional feature 
I mentioned above - software 
suppoT't^ double ^ column 

printing. As far as '^I*m 
concerned, this feature is worth 
^he-coBt of iift|irii4i&g1 And both 
columns ' are presented 
side-by-side on the preview 
ftcr'Mn • Scor *8e veiral I 

Memory Management — 130XE: As 
I B«a%dM#4 above, the <130^£ 
version of PLUS can handle 46K+. 
The. pirogram achieves this by 
bank-switching three blocks of 
text each handling 15,872 bytes, 
the amount shown as "free" when 
you first access the edit 
screen. As you approach the 
capacity of the, first bank of 
ISK-f you^M«^^ issue a couMd to 
"force" the switch to the second 
bank* The switch is not done 
aiitMft^ticallf^ althauf li <SAV4ag 
from aftia LOADing to all three 
banks is handled by the program. 

File Compatibility: ATARIWRITER 
PLUS files are compatible with 
those produced by the original 
version and, absent control 
codes, with text files produced 
%y t-i>j|^her word processors 
compatible with DOS 2.0 or DOS 
2.5. 

V 

Printer Driver Module: PLUS 
provides a printer-driver module 
^ieli you to^' construct a 

custom driver for your specific 
printer* You^xe required to 
input al4 ^ th^Jie nmmtj control 
codes needed to toggle your 
priat^x's -.carriage return, 
backspac^i^^S rwrnrB^- - liasn- feed , 
etc., functions. But it's easy 



to use and you can identify as 
many as nine different type 
styles using this feature, all 
of which can be accessed using 
the "Gn" command* For example, 
you can set-up "G3" to be 
emphasized double-strike pica, 
"G4" to be condensed 

superscript, "G5" to be NLQ 
elite, and so forth. Score 
several I 

Mail Merge Module: This module 
allows you to aet-up a simple 
database whl<c*fc can be accessed 
from the main program. It can 
be- Aiseful in printing form 
letters, address labels, etc. 
You can use the "default" format 
or construct a custom version , 
but both are limited to 255 
fifteen-field records. Although 
records can be deleted or 
edited, they cannot be^ %ort4Bd or 
accessed on a random basis. You 
can only page forward, or page 
back. By inserting an OPTION/M 
(replaces the old OPTION/INSERT) 
key sequence anywhere in your 
text, followed by the number of 
the database field desired, data 
can be extracted from the 
database and automatically 
inserted into your text material 
during the printing process^ 
Score a couple morel 

Proofreader Module: The 

PROOFREADER module is loaded 
from the Main Menu and utilizes 
a separate dictionary disk 
containing some 36,000 words. 
It can be used to check the 
spelling of most common words in 
your text material, providing 
you the option of making 
corrections as needed, or 
sending a list of possible 
errors to your printer. You can 
also accesa the dictionary when 
you're not certain how to spell 
a given word, although some disk 
switching is involved. Making 
an inquiry on the string "fil". 



for example , gave Me a list ot 
fifty-five words beginning with 
those three Jitters. How 
quicklr - - does PROOFREADER 
function and what types of words 
does it fail to recognize? I*ve 
just asked for a list of 
possible errors in the preceding 
1280 words in this article. It 
took six minutes to complete<4:be 
process and gave me a list of 
si^tj-three possible errors, 
many of which were repeti^¥:e 
occurrences. Among the words '^^t 
didn't like were ATARIWRITER, 
filenames, ^keyatroke, pica and, 
surprisingly, font. 

The PROOFREADER module also 
allows you to construct a 
personal file of frequently used 
words not found in the standard 
dictionary - words like 
ATAB^WJIITER, filenames, 
keystroke, pica and font, which 
can be added to the current 
database. Now, if they would 
only adNi a Thesaurus. Score 
five . 

This "short" article has gone on 
for nearly two pages. It's time 
to sum up. There's no question 
that AW PLUS is 
improvement over the 



a major 
original 



version. It's new I/O, editing, 
formatting and printing 

features, combined with it's 
bwiltL-ia spelling checker, mail 
merge and printer-driver 

utilities, make it an attractive 
package if properly priced 
(under $50.00?). How does it 
stack up with BI's PAPERCLIP? 
I've never used the latter, but 
from what I've read AW+ is 
probably not as full-featured. 
But, AW+ does have one thing 
going for it. Very simply 
stated - it's easy to use! If 
marketed pjfoperly by software 
vendors, that single 

consideration should sway many a 
potential buyer^ 



This article reprinted from the 
December^ 1985 iasne of CURRENT 
NOTES. Permission to reprint is 
grantee^, provided CURRENT NOTES 
and the* author are cited. 




MACE Unclassif ieds are available 
free of charge to any MACE 
member. They are designed for 
private , NON-COMMERCIAL adver- 
tisements of computers and 
computer-related items . 

Business and BBS ad space can be 
purchased through the Vice 
President. To place an 

Unclassified ad, contact the 
Journal Editor, 
message on either 
BBSs. 



or leave a 
of the MACE 



FOR SALE: 



New Atari 1027 letter quality 
printer. $120. (Does not need 

850 interface.) 

Call Art at 646-0944 after 6 pm. 



Please aote « 

When you call a manufacturer or 
retailer about a product or 
^service you have seen advertised 
in the Journal, please tell them 
so. This will help us to 
continue to bring you the latest 
information on software and 
hardware that will make your 
Atari computer an even more 
valuable investment to you in 
the future . 

^Advertising Department - 
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Atari 
520 ST 



^^^^ 



Video Topes o Compoct Discs 





Commodore 
128 




word 
processing 
package 



- -? c^n-i 
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Computer Bulletin Board Service 445-1313 



2^05 Kelly Rd South of 9 Mile East Detroit 445-2983 



33247 Gratiot North of 14 Mile Mt. Clemens 792-0710 



Peachtree 
Accounting 

REVIEW 



ANTIC PUBLISHING.^,XNC.', 
CaPYilGHT 1985. 
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION. 

■ - ^ ■ ' I r I ' ■ * I i 

PEACHTREE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM 

RfiVIEWEB BY. >iLfiJfc HARMS — 

Finally there is a true 
small- business accounting 
software package for your 
Atari. It*s the Back To 
Basics Accounting System fram 
Peachtree Software, the 

well-icnowa.,,; AtJ.anta publisher 
of business appli^catioas. Ajid 
it costs only $195. 

Back To Basics is also 
available for the Apple II, 
Macintoshbt; vCommodoira^ , and IBM 
PC. The Atari version will 
run on any 8-bit model with 
48K memory ajad two disk 
drivels. It provides the 
accounting . services most 
ca 3 h - o r i e n t e A .3 la a 1 1 b us i n e s s e s 
need — Accounts Receivable 
and Accounts Payable systems 
linjced to a double-entry 
Geiiisral Ledger. The program 
produces attractive 80-column 
printed reports. I foui^d that 
installation to a printer was 
virtually automatic and 

foolproof . 

The comprehensive (if slightly 
intimidating) 350-page manual 
starts you off with a 66-page 
introduction to , basic 

ac([;aunting practices. 



won't make you a CPA, but 

you'll be ready to tackle the 

accounting needs of xu a 
reasonably active business. 

INSTALLATION 

First you have install the 

systea. ^Jiis r means, you 
provide the data for all three 
programs. ^ . 

General La^dgei^ ; iiiatallation 
lets jon chdose options to 
summarize sales, cost of goods 
sold, assets, liabilities and 
equity. Installation will 
probably take two to four 
hours, assuming that you have 
a tax return or trial balance 
to start with. ■ 

Accounts Receivable and 

Accounts Payable ask for the 
ferjiat;^ of cuatoflier and vendor 
account numbers, and whether 
to integrate these systems 
linto the General Ledger. This 
indtallation process Is 

simple, but could take quite a 
while i| . you , have large 
numbers of customers or 
vendors to insert. 

~ All three systems create their 
own data disks — Peachtree 
recommends using three disks 
monthly per application. 

That's, nine disks a month, but 
you can recycle the £ay9^b.les 
and Receivables disks after 

• finishing the monthly General 
Ledger posting. 

Each step p:^ ^ the installation 
process is menu-prompted and 
the system methodically forces 
you to complete each step 
before moving on to the next. 
, You are often prompted to save 
your data to disk. All this 
consideratiou is t^ypical of 
the solid, helpful programming 
you'll find throughout Back To 
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Basics* 

Little details are carefully 
monitored ^^^^ Did you insert the 
system disk instead of a 
blank? Back To Basica will 
tell you. Did you insert a 
partly used disk, which would 
not have room for all the 
data? Back To Basics 

automatically reformats it. 

And if you (like me) refuse to 

memorize a chart of accounts, 
pressing "?" when entering an 
accotESt number displays the 
entire chart. However, thUre 
is no other online help. 

GENERAL LEDGER 

. ■ ' ^ \ i.: • 

General Ledger follows a 

standard structure — * ' asset, 
liability, equity, income, 
expense. It uses four-digit 
account numbers, and the last 
of these digits can track as 
itany as 10 departments. If 
this multi-department ^option 
is chosen, separate 
«rtatements ' are - praducedi 
well as a consolidated 
statement. A total of 254 
accounts are allowed, which 
should be enough for most 
companies . 

Cash sales procedures are 
extraordinarily well-done. 
The program helps you set up a 
manual cash drawer 

reconciliat^ign form for 

day-end cash ccrairtjbng. It 
then automatically posts each 
account, even cash 

*^ver /short". ^ ' ' 

Professional-looking general 
ledger reports cannot be 
"printed" to the screen but 
can be produced in hard copy 
for any period of the ^onth« 
Reports choices include: Chart 
of Accounts, Trial Balance, 



' ^income 



Detailed General Ledger, 

General Journal, Cash 
Disbursements Journal, Cash 

Receipts Journal, Cash Sales 

Journal, Income Statement, 

Balance Sheet, §nd Check 
Register* 



ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 



The receivables module uses a 

"balance forward" system. 

Individual invoices are not 

marked off as paid. Ye^t it 

does allow some flexibility to 

apply pay^Jt#a,ts to various 

posting periods days, 
etc.). It also allows up to 
three cash accounts. 

It accepts three * sales tax 
rates which are automatically 
computed on each invoice* 
Finance charges are also 
computed automatically. Each 
customer can be granted one of 
10 terms under which finance 
charges are figured. 

It can accommodate over 200 
customer accounts and allows 
mid-month posting - if -tHv« disk 
gets, filled with transactions. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

The Accounts Payable module 
operated as smoothly as the 
rest of the system. Detailed 
data about vendors is 

provided, manual "Checks, 

vendor^s debit, credits and 
invoices can be entered. The 
system can be linked *^o\ the 
general le^dger ^-^s tn 

automatically update 
accounting information. -^'^ 

Each payment can be 

distributed "^to up to 15 
General Ledger accounts. 

Additions, deletions, and 
modifications to the prior 
diart of accauat^^ ^ are allowed. 



This will be 
process. You only 
it once, however. 



a lengthy 
need to do 



The Cash Requirements Report 
is the hot one. It uses 
projected payment dates and. a 
"pay through" date (i.e., pay 
ever y thing due thj:<High July 1 ) 
to project discount ^ and 
payment amounts. You can 
therefore anticipate how much 
cash will be needed. This 
report can be re-run until the 
total comes close to the cash 
available. The system also 
prints out individual checks, 
a Check Register, and a Chart 
Payments List. 

The Accounts Receivables and 
Accounts Payable systems are 
very similar. They handle 
over 200 vendors and/or 
customers. A mid-montft 

postiag is available. If you 
are concerned about whether 

The Accounts Receivabl«i§ and 
Accounts Payable, systems are 
very similar. They handle 
over 200 ""vendors and/or 
customers. A mid-month 

posting is available. If you 
are concerned about whether 
Back To Basics can handle the 
demands of your business, by 
all means phone Peachtree 
customer service before you 
buy . 

BOTTOM LINE 

The Atari is up to the 
challenge of this complex 
system. But it requires 
frequent disk reads and we all 
know how slow Atari's disk is! 
You'll also face some disk 
swapping. In my opinion, the 
amount is reasonable. No more 
than four or five swaps per 
session. The biggest delay is 
the 20 seconds it takes to 



update the file after each 
transaction or master record 
change. This is a real drag. 

Although Peachtree provides 
free suppo.rt for 90 days and 
is concerned about data 
backups, the company only 
protects program disks under a 
policy of "send in your 
damaged disk and we'll send 
you another one." Since 
you'll be relying on this 
system for critical 

information needs, this policy 
is simply not adequate. 

All things considered, this 
software should cut way down 
on those expensive calls to 
your CPA. Back To Basics is 
basic and it's very well-done. 
If your business isn't too 
large to fit into this system, 
^her software is well worth the 
$195 price. 

BACK TO BASICS 
Peachtree Software, Inc. 
3445 Peachtree Road N.E. 
Atlanta, GA 30326 
(404) 239-3165 
48K, 2 disk drives 
$195 




Our Vice President 

Corresponding Secretary^ 
unfortunately submitted 
resignations, and MACE 
some good replacements, 
would be interested in r 
for either office or 
finding out more about 
positions, contact any off 

MACE NEEDS YOU I 



and 
have 

their 
needs 
If you 
unning 
simply 
these 
icer . 
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1,000,000 BYTES OF MEMORY - 880K DISK DRIV 

NOW IN STOCK FOR THE ST SERIES . 

HABA 10 MEGABYTE HARD DRIVE $835 
SHANNER COLOR PRINTER $338 

8 FOOT DRIVE CABLES SF 314 880K DRIVE 
SMARTEAM 1200, CABLE, ST TALK $238 
CASIO CZ-101 SYNTHESIZER $348 , 





sx 5:;of-tware: now in stock 
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TRANSYLVAiilA 
OP TOPOS 
HEX 

TYPING TBTOK 
TYPESETTER ST/KGB 
PERSONAL PASCAL 
NINE PRINCES IN AMBEB 
FAHKENHEIT 451 
HINNIE THE POOH 
D.E.G.A.S 

HOHENOM HELPER HATH 

VIP PROFFESSIONAL 

RHYTHM 

ZOOiBACIS 



SPELLBREAKER 

WITNESS 

CUTTHROATS 

SORCERER 

STARCROSS 

ENCHANTER 

ZORK I 

ZORK n 

ZORK III 

SEASTALKER 

DEADLINE 

INFIDEL 

UISHBRINGER 

HITCHHIKER'S GOIDE 

SPELLBREAKER 

PLAHETFALl 

SUSPECT 

SUSPENDED 

BALLY HOE 

A HIND FOREVER VOYAGING 



ST HRITER 
NEOCHRDK 

DB MASTER 

HIPPO QUOTES AND JOKES 

HIPPO BACKGAMMON 

HIPPOSINPLE 

HIPPOSPEU 

ALMANAC 

HIPPO ST RAMDISK 
HIPPO DISK UTILITIES 
HABBAHRITER 

HIPPO-C 
BASIC 

REGENT HORD 

REGENT SPELL 
BORROHED TIME 
HACKER 
MUSIC STUDIO 

KUN6 FU - EXPLODING FISTS 
PRINT MASTER 



H&D TOOL BOX 

H t D BASE (D BASE II) 

ST COPY 

C.O.L.R. OBJECT EDITOR 
HURRY AND ME 
MOM AND HE 
DISK DOCTOR 
ST COMPENDIUM 
H COPY 
EASY DRAM 
ST-TALK 
ST-FILE 
STeriiaal 
ST-BBS 

TREASURE ISLAND 
LOGICRON (CART) 
MICRO C-SHEU 
BRIDGE 4.0 
PR CONNECTIQH 
MASTER TYPE 
PANN 



NEW 
ARRIVALS 
E 
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AUTHORIZED ATARI SERVICE CENTER 



34815 FORD RD WESTLAND 535-3171 



Atari 
COMDEX 



Edited by Alva Thomas 



Borland signed with Atari, at 
the show, to port Turbo Pascal 
and Sidekick over to the Atari 
520ST. Turba Pascal will give 
Atari a high level language 
and Sidekick will give the ST 
a true business identity. Of 
course, this move will improve 
Borland^s cash flow too. Two 
nice groups getting together. 
How about that? ^ ^ 



that 



Disproving the rumor 
Software is 
Atari had 30 3rd party 
software houses demoing 

products at their booths 
There were well over 50 
programs for the ST up and 
running, including 6 Valdocs 
(a professional word 

processor) modules. 



Valpaint looked great on the 
color monitor (under a grand 
for V atJ^ . wtooJLe V - . aa^hiLiie^ 
including mouse). Jim Jeter, 
Project Leader for the Atari 
520ST at vRaisiftg , Star, p 
Industries (RSI), changed the 
monitor colors to black with 
green text e t.o . r\iJL tha 
Spreadsheet , 
surprisingly like 
GEM lets you do 



looked 
the QX-10. 
that. The 



Valdocs Editor was not shown. 

An additional attraction at 
the R&I table was Malcom Cecil 

(musician and computer expert 
pa^, ^ §xcelle;ftjQ^). He playeji 



digitized versions of Bach and 
Handel on the ST. Through a 
good amplifier and speaker it 
sounded great (remember the 
520ST has MIDI ports). 

Other's with strong 

attractions at Atari were 
StoneWare with" an excellent 
data base and VIP Technologies 
with a Lotus 123 Clone so good 
you can even transport data to 
it from 123 files. Both 
programs will be priced under 
$150.00. 



Reprinted: Dec 1985/ Jan 1986 
ValWorld GAZETTE, "COMDEX Fall'85" 



3 At^ d 9 n 
< 3 1. 3 > — 
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Now celebrating one year 

of on-line service with 
over 13000 calls. 



Mike Mitchell (Sysop) 
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News 
Information 



Atari XL/XE 8-bit 
computers in 1986. 



of 



ANTIC PUBLISHING INC. 
COPYRIGHT 1986. 
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION. 



ANTIC ONLINE NEWS ~ FEBRUARY 

ROUND-UP 
BY GIGI BISSON 
ANTIC ASSISTANT, EDITOR 



ELECTRONIC ARTS PLANS TO RELEASE 
8-BIT SOFTWARE 



Electronic Arts software company 
president Trip Hawkins has 
written the last letter, he will 
ever need to send to Antic 
Magazine • 

"The response of your readers t# 

Antic editorials is growing," 
wrote Hawkins. "We have 

received quite a few letters." 
Quite a few indeed. In a 
letter-writing campaign 
initiated over nine months ago 
with a May, 1985 Antic 
editorial, not only Antic 
readers but the 
community begged 
major software 
release more software for the 
8-bit Atari computers. 



entire 

EA and 



Atari 

other 



publishers to 



EA promises to release Adventure 

Construction Set, Heart of 
Africa, Mail Order Monsters, 
Marble Madness, Racing 

Destruction Set, Skyfox, 

Software Golden Oldies 

(Software Country), and Ultima 
IV (Origin Systems) for the 



"We hope to see at retail the 
kind of response we have seen in 
our mailbox!" Hawkins says in 
conclusion . 



all Percom 
including 
computers . 



PERCOM REPAIRS 

Percom Data Corp or Dallas, 
Texas has awarded STS Computers 
of Falls, Church, VA a 
nationwide contract to repair 

floppy disk drives, 
those for Atari 
STS * has also 
developed a new operating, system 
ROM. STS engineers are 

soliciting comment from users 
concerning firmware bugs in 
hopes of improving the drives. 
Schematics are available for $5. 
Contact: STS Computers, 1073 W. 
Broad St., Falls Church, VA 
22046. (703) 237-0558. 



TRAKED JDOWN 

Eii»f^s since the manufacturer went 
out of business, Trak disk drive 
owners have been unable to track 
down repairs. Integrated 
Computer Resources of Chicago 
will repair and upgrade Trak 
drives and supply printer cables 
for the AT-D2 drive to utilize 
the built-in 4K printer buffer. 
Write to: Integrated Computer 
Resources, Inc., 247 N. Neltnor 
Blvd., Suite GIF, West Chicago, 
Illinois^ 60185. (312) 

231-6104. (This helpful 

information came to us online 
from J. Kosiorek, 70717,3675.) 



BRODERBUND STILL GROWING 

f ; 

The media broadly proclaimed 
that 19«5 was a "dismal" year 
for the personal computer 



I 



I 
I 
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industry. Broderbund Software 
proved otherwise. Bolstered by 
several top selling ' home 
productivity and educational 
packages, spearheaded by the 
phenomenal bestseller. Print 
Shop, Broderbund doubled their 
sales to $20 million during 
1985. 

The December issue of Inc. 
magazine ranked Broderbund as 

the 13th fastest-growing 

privately held company in the 
United States* 

Microcomputer software 
distributors First Software and 
Softsel International also 
experienced rapid growth during 
1985. 

ATARI VS. THE WORLD 

Atari Corp. has been sued again. 
This time for $55.2 million by 
an (unnamed) Japanese printer 
maker that claims Atari reneged 
on a contract to buy 500,000 
printers . 

ST DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

Will the ST become a challenger 
to the Macintosh in the hot 
desktop publishing market? 
According to the United Kingdom 
Atari magazine, Page 6, a new 
software package. Fleet Street 
Editor, could change the face of 
society newsletters and small 
publications. This fifJLl Resign 
and layout system from 
Mirrorsoft is capable of driving 
a phototypesetter . Expected UK 
debut is next month. Meanwhile, 
stateside computer market 
analysts are calling desktop 
publishing "the hula hoop of 
1986." 



THE YUPPIE ST 

"Atari's computer now a serious 
threat to the Macintosh. Will 
the Amiga survive?" You'll find 
this headline in Newsweek 
magazine, but it'd not on a nevs 
story. It's an advertisment. 

JS&A, a nationwide mail order 

marketer that pitches 

high-technology "products that 
tihlnk" to upscale readers of 
magazines such as Playboy and 
OMNI, is now pitching the Atari 
520ST. Their full-page ads 
claim "the ST will open up a 
major fight in the personal 
computer market," and then 
proceed to make a detailed 
comparison of the Macintosh to 
the ST. In a bold approach, the 
Northbrook, IL company invites 
owners to "put the ST next to 
yaur Mac or Amiga or even IBM9" 
after a small down payment, for 
a 30-day trial basis. The 
components are sold separately. 
The ST computer and mouse for 
$299, disk drive $199, and 
monochrome monitor $199. 

NEW PRODUCTS 

Epyx Software will release 
Winter Games, Rogue (originally 

a mainframe adventure game 
popular on college campuses) and 
Temple of Apshai Trilogy for the 
Atari ST and the Commodore Amiga 
in March. 

Paul Henckel, of Quickview 
Systems of Los Altos, CA and the 
author of "The Elements of 
Friendly Software Design," 
(Warner Books, 1985) has 
finished Zoomracks for the ST 
and IBM PC family. It uses 
"racks" rather than files to 
display information in a compact 
way onscreen. Visualize this as 
a stack of time cards. All of 




/ 



the cards are visible at once, 
with most of ^onB..^ card hidden 
b e h 1 n d the n e«€ car d , a n d > on 1 y 
one or two lines of information 
about each card visible. Antic 
saw this one at our office and 
the review is underway. 

ATARIS HELP BILK THE BANK? 

How did Richard Mamarella get 

$22 million in bank loans from a 
New Jersey bank? According to a 
recent Wall, Street Jqhi^^i^I 
account, Mamarella bribed a 
junior bank officer with $30,000 
and two Atari seb^r" f^to apgigQve 
the fraudulent loans. After 
pleading guilty to bank fraud 
and extortion charges » Mamarella 
is serving a nine-year prison 
term,_,. 

Batteries Included may have 
difficulty shipping Atari ST GEM 
applications by tjieir original 
April deadline. Like other 
programmers and developers, BI 
is anxiously waiting for Digital 
Research of Monterey, CA to 
finish up the GEM 68K 
developer's kit. Industry 
analysts say delays in shipment 
of final versions of the kit is 
a serious problem for ST 
software developers. 

Research and development seems 
to be continuing at the 
Monterey, CA-based developer of 
the GEM operating system for 
Atari and IBM. DRI has placed 
ads in the Silicon Valley-Area 
San Jose Mercury News searching 
for graphics development 

Software Engineers. "Become 
involved with the team 

responsible for developing this 
leading technology of the future 
— right now! Responsibilities 



include exploratory development 
and prototyping of new products, 
writing graphics applications in 
C for the GEM environment, and 
implementation of new deyice 
drivers . " ^ 

RUMOR HUMOR 

This satirical . product 

announcement by Albert Lew of 
ABACUS, was found recently in 
the'^ San Francisco-area users 
group's newsletter: 

"Did you hear about the new $10 
EPROM burner coming from Atari? 
StiQk some 128K EPROMS in the 
blue plastic slots, and pop into 
the toaster oven. The docs 
recommend that you think hard 
about what you want burned, 
(Commodore, Apple, and IBM are 
suggested topics) and pray. If 
you are agnostic, yoyi ^ are 
requested to send more money to 
Atari until you get reasonable 
results • 



HELP for your U-Print 

Digital Devices makes a printer 
interface for the 8- bit Atari 
called U-Print. The initial 
releases of the product had a 
few bugs in it and the company 
originally established a 

replacement policy which they 
now feel is unfair. 

They have asked ANTIC to pass 
the word that all owners of the 
earlier U-Print may receive a 
FREE exchange. Simply return 
your original unit along with 
$6.00 for shipping. You can 
tell the earlier models by the 
existence of a copy switch. 
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For extended media Wi 

here*8 how to take care of your flexible disk 







NEW USEE FORUM 

7:38 PM - 9:38 PM 

Southfield Civic center 
Parks & Recreation 

AOOPIS 223-224 

X Peer vary 24 j leee 

]M)S 2.8/2.5 and 

AVTfunm.sYs 
X Marcn 24^ 19U 

Herd Processing 

ATARIHRITEn 
X Aeril 28i 19** 

Intro to BASIC 
X May 27th cTuesdays 

AHOEM a BBS'S 

X June 23 J 1986 

To be announced 

HffiO: call Ton sturza 
Betttieen 6-18 P.H. 

C313J 477-2345 



5SQ srs iiDUl in stdch 



RGB (COLOR) SYSTEM S949.00 
MONOCHROME SYSTEM $?5a00 



THE BEST PRICES - THE MOST SOFTWARE 



ATARF 



ATARI 



SOFTWARE TRENDS 



230 S. MAIN, CLiatfSOII, MI 48017 

nONDAV - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 10-8 
TUESDAY - THURSDAY - SATURDAY 10-6 

(313) 288-3280 




YOU 







That is fast, quiet, reliable? 

That has a built-in printer interface? 

That holds 360 KBYTES of information? 

That is compatible with Atari® 400, 800. 600XL, 

800XL. 1 200XL aniJk 1 3QXE cOP^ters? 



mm THIS IS 
THE WF " 




• Single or double density [software selectable]. 

• Single or double-sided [software selectable]. 

• Direct drive motor. 

• Printer interface built-in. 



• Standard 64K RAM disk. 

• Expanded 78K RAM disk. 

• Special 9QK buffer for one pass disk duplication 
with only one drive. 

WISE DENSITY 

• Autonnatic selection between single density, 
double density, and double-sided double density. 

AUTO RAM DISK DIITIALIZATION FOR 



^ fiSTRfl SVST6MS. INC. 



2500 South Fairview/Unit L Call (714) 540-2141 

Santa Ana. California 92704 



X3? 



•Atari IS a rag trademark of Atari Corporation. 
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Stickybear 

REVIEW 

Ann McBain Ezzell 



Educational software used to 

be limited to dry 

drill-and -practice programs • 

These were a good way to keep 
the kids out of the teacher's 
way for a while, but not the 
sort of thing a child would 
choose for a rainy day 
activity. Some software 

developers started writing 
arcade style "educational" 
games - "Invasion of the Alien 
Equations", and so on. These 
games may keep a child 
entertained, but many people 
object to their violent nature 
and question their educational 
value. Weekly Reader Family 
Software has come out with a 
series of games and 

educational programs for the 
young (and the not-so-young) 
that feature fantastic 

graphics, attractive 
packaging, extra goodies like 
posters and stickers, and, 
best of a-11, smooth-running, 
well-engineered programs that 
will sneak up and teach your 
child a thing or two while ahe^ 
thinks she's playing a game. 

I bought Stickybear Opposites 
for my 2 year old daughter, 
who has recently shown 
interest in our computers but 
isn't quite old enough for 
most of the programs we have. 
This program is an excellent 
introduction to the computer 
for small children. They can 
learn to use a joystick or 
certain keys on the keyboard 



to load in colorful pictures 
of Stickybear, then animate 
the pictures to demonstrate 
opposites like "up" and 
"down", "near" and "far", or 
"empty" and "full". A young 
child may spend a lot of time 
at first simply loading in one 
screen after another, but soon 
she will learn to manipulate 
the joystick and identify the 
opposites. For older children 
who are learning to read, the 
word identifying each picture 
appears on the screen. 

In addition to the program 

disk, this package includes a 
sheet of Stickybear stickers, 
a large, colorful poster, a 
parents' guide, and a 32-page 
hardbound book. Yes and No. 
The whole thing coim^ In a 
sturdy vinyl binder. We've 
come a long way since the days 
of a disk and a photocopied 
set of instructions in a 
zip- lock ,bAg« 

Stickybear Bop also comes with 
stickers and a poster, as well 
as a cardboard game to play 
with when Mom just has to use 
the word processor. This is 
really more of a game than an 
educational program, but it is 
great for a slightly older 
-^ild whosm-^pmrants don't want 
him zapping aliens or blowing 
up ^pi^es# The game is based 
oiiv an 0l4««tyle shooting 
gallery, but you flip white 
balls at the animated objects 
floating across the top of the 
screen. They disappear with a 
satisfying cartoon "BOP" when 
hit. As the levels progress, 
you must bop objects being 
juggled by Mr. and Mrs. 
Stickybear (not so easy, since 
they can only be bopped at the 
top of their arcs), or bop 
birds which try to steal your 
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supply of balls. 

There- are several other 
packages featuring Stickybear; 
you can also buy Stickybear 
Numbers, Stickybear Basket 
Bounce, Stickybear ABCs, and 
Stickybear Shapes. The age 
recoffliaendations vary with the 
programs; Stickybear Opposites 
is for ages 3 to 6, while 
Stickybear Bop claims to be 
for age# 5 to adult (I don't 
play it anymore, because I got 
tired of being beaten by my 6 
year old son). Unlike «^ "tMiay 
programs which were originally 
writrtaa fox oth.er machines, 
these Stflefcybear programs have 
excellent graphics, close to 
the . best iVve ^een, and 
certainly far %eyond the l^nral 
found in most programs for 
young children • If you ever 
get bored with the programs 
themselves, you can sit there 
and try to figure out just how 
they manage the animation (it 
sure ain't , player-missile 
graphics!). 

Each of the Stickybear 
packages c«m be purchased by 
mail order for as -little as 
$19.95; I got my two on a 
special 2-f or-1 af fer at 
Christmas. Even at the higher 
price, though, these are 
definitely worth the 

investment if there are little 
people at home getting peanut 
butter on yomr Atari. 



Guest Speaker 



^' ERICK WUJICE 
DETROIT NEWS 



March 18, 1986 
At 7:30 P.M. '*" 
Southfield Civic Center 
M.A.C.E. Meeting 



to 




Dear MACE Journal Editor: 



This is a good news/bad news 
letter. First the good news: 

I enjoyed meeting you at the 
last meeting, and am happy that 
somebody with your boundless 
enthusiasm and energy has 
volunteered to be our new 
editor. Our organization would 
be much stronger if we had more 
dedicated people like youi:selJ. 

The good news makes me feel a 
little guilty about the bad 
news. I acknowledge that I 
couldn't begin to keep up with 
your level of effort, so what 
right do I have to complain? I 
will not volunteer to be Editor, 
so why don't I just sljut up? I 
think you know the answers: too 
many of our members shut up too 
much and you officers need our 
feedback. So here's the bad 
news : 

First, for goodness sakes get a 
spelling checker. There were 
over one hundred mistakes in. .the 
February Journal. Second, my 
article had its meaning 
completely changed at one point 
by the omission of a whole line 
of print. Shown below is what I 
submitted : 

"Like the other 

multi-computer magazines, 
I finish each issue 
wishing there had been 
more coverage of my brand. 
In this group, however, I 
like HCM better than 
Compute!, although HCM 
(continued on page 26) 
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10 for % S.98 
lOO for % SS.OO 

1000 for SSOO.OO 

PANASONIC 1091 PRINTEFWI2S9. 00 
10 PK. 3.5- ST DISKS ^24.00 
MPP lOOOE MOBEN ^6.00 
NPP NICRO STUFFER *103.00 
GORILLA BANANA PRINTER «89.95 
CONPUmVE BTARTBI KIT «20.00 
BHC BX-80 PRINTER 9185.00 
SCN 0100 PRINTER 9169.95 
C A NN ON WIDE CARRIAGE 9299.99 
DATA CASE (HOLDS SO) 98.50 
NEDIA MATE (HOLDS 50) 99.50 
DISK CASE llOO W/LOCK) 913. OO 




SY DRAFT 
f FICC ART 4 ORAFTING SUPP 




CINT0I 

31130 O n m r m m 
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INDUS GT DISK DRIVE 9220.00 
ATARI PRINT SHOP 930.00 
ATARI GRAPHICS LIBR. 919.00 
BASIC XE MACE MEMBERS 950.00 



NOW IN STOCK! 
^ CflLL US BffORE VOU BUV 

WE HME HARO-TO-FMD ITEMS LUCE: 
PRINT SHOP COLORED PAPER AND ENVELOPES. COLORED RIBBONS 

ALWAYS 30X OFF •* 




ACE 80 & ACE 80 KL 
80 COLUMN CARTRIDGE 

ACE 80 Cfor Atari 800 le-fthand slot)..... CALL 

ACE 80XL (for Atari 800XL, 130XE, 48K 400/800) . CALL 

FREEZE FRAME Software Backufx CALL 

No hardware modification, plugs into joystick port tc works 
with all disk drives. 

SIDE-KIK Translator Cartridge -Adds memory.... CALL 
FRAME & SIDE-KIK are products of Axxon of Canada. 



■ irrforMtian contact 
fttchMl Rudy 

MABXC 8QFTMMK 



3398 SMdnola Trail 
nenroa, HI 46161 

(313) 289-1823 



Mt ******** »m 
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Exit OnLine 



Sharie Middlebrook 
Mike Mitchell 



Welcome to Exit On-Line. In 
this column we will try to 
help you answer some of the 
questions that you have 
concerning local Bulletin 
Board System's (BBS) and the 
terminal-^ (Amod^) programs 
that are used to conneet"*^ to 
them* V 

First, we would like to 
explain why some of you can't 
upload or dewitload files over 
255 sectors long. This is the 
fault of you^ terml^^l program 
and not the BBS you have 
accessed. Some of the 

terminal programs available to 
you DO NOT support a file 
transfer over 255 sectors. 
This is because the program 
block counter is not reset 
when it reaches 255. Some of 
these programs are, 

AM0DEM42.835, PROTERM and 
HOMETERM. 

Now on to a problem that some 
835 and 1030 modem users may 
be having. If you have 
AM0DEM42.835 or ETMODEM, you 
may have found that when you 
download a file, your system 
will not write the file to 
your disk drive. It just 
makes a buzzing sound instead. 
If this is happening to you, 
then here is a simple fix. If 
you have AM0DEM42 . 835 , you 
will have to LOAD the program 
into memory and add this line 
to the program. 



7, , 



2802 

90,#M0DEM,0,0,"T:"? 
15:NEXT DL 



XIO 
DL=1 TO 



is the command t© close 
(suspend for 835/1030) the 
modem. You tiji^,^i^tp ^^Iosq the 
modem before you can go to any 
other device. Now, just SAVE 
the program back to the disk 
under the same filename. 
Note: always work with a 
backup copy of jour program. 

If you have ETMODEM, then 
follow the same procedure as 
above, but add this line. 



2802 GOSUB CLM 

This will do the same thing as 
the XIO in AM0DEM42 . 835 , since 
the XIO is already in the 
program. 

Many you MPP modem users have 
experienced a sudden loss of 
carrier while connected to a 
BBS. This is the fault of 
your terminal cartridge 

software. The cartridge 

program will time-out 

(disconnect) while waiting for 
the BBS to fill it's buffer. 
There is no simple fix for 
this problem. But, you can 
get a utility disk for your 
MPP modem called MPP DRIVER 
PLUS. This disk contains a 
file that will allow you to 
run software written for the 
Hayes modem. 

Have you ever found your self 
typing in a message on one of 
the local BBS's, when 

suddenly, you find you are 
back at the main message 
prompt having to start all 
over again? You have probably 
used a word which the sysop 
will NOT allow on his or her 
board. If you persist in the 
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use of this ward, you will 
probably find that the board 
will log you off. This 
usually applies to the sysop's 
name and a list of words too 
graphic to be detailed here. 



We hope that the 
discussed in this 
article will help answer 
of the questions you've 
about telecommunication 
the Atari. If you have 
questions you would 
answered, send ti3i,em^ to. 



topics 
first 
some 
had 
with 
any 
like 



M.A.C.E. 
P.O. Box 2785 
Southfield, Mi. 48037 
Attn: Exit On-Line 

Your questions will be 

answered via this column, so 

why not drop us a line. We 
will be happy to help you. 



CDfTlP-U-TEmP™ 

ATARI 800/XL, 130XE, & COMMODORE 64 



TEMPERATURE MONITORING AND 
DATA ACQUISITION SYSTEM 



FEATURES include display of 8 or 16 tmnpwaturt 
channels, range of -15°F to +180°F at approx. 1 
degree reaokition, electronic interface plugs directly 
into the joyttick port weatiier-protected femora, 

menu-driven softwara eapable of (1) labeling sensor 
locations (2) selecting high or low alarm set points 
(3) hardcopy printouts (4) selection of data sample 
time intervals for all channels (15 seconds to 4 hours) 
(5) recording temperature data to disk (optional). 

VERSION 1.0 8 Channel $89.95 

Includes 2 sensors, softvware, eleetronic Intsrfeco, 

and hard copy 

VERSION 2.0 8 Channel $109.95 

Includes 2 sensors, software, electronic interface, 
hard copy, and data storage to and from disk 

VERSION 3.0 16 Channel $179.95 

Includes 4 sensors, software, electronic interface, 
hard copy, and data storage to and from disk 
AddHlonal senK>rs (Eech) $5.75 



^i^m Applied Technologies, Inc. 
MMam Computer Products Div. 

' ' Lyndon Way, Kittery, ME 03904 

M/C - VISA accepted (207) 439-5074 

U.S. Dept. of Energy Award for Energy Innovation. 
Dealer & Distributor Inquiries Invited 



Thanks 



This month's Journal was com- 
piled and prepared courtesy of 

Visions Unlimited Photography 
447 N. Rochester Road, #14 
Clawson, MI 48017 
(313) 589-1788 



BBS 



MICHIGAN ATARI BBSystems 

The following is a listing of 
Michigan ATARI BBSystems that I have 
accessed and verified to be working 
as of 2/8/86. A BBS had to be up 24 
hours/day, 7 days/week to be 
included in this list . Compiled by 
Tom Sturza. 



A.A.A.B. 
A.I.R. PORT 
A.R.C.A.D.E. 

ATARI ETHERNET 
ATARI TOOLBOX 
BAUDVILLE 
BAUDWAY 
BUNKY'S BOARD 
C.H. A.O.S. 
COUNTRY PEDDLER 
CRAZY HOUSE 
DARTBOARD 
DOGHOUSE 
FREEDOM BOARD 
HOME BOARD 
IMPERIAL 
M.A.C.E. EAST 
M.A.C.E. WEST 
M.A.G.I.C. 
ROBOT FACTORY 
V.O.I.C.E. 



(3) = 313 (5) = 517 
*3-300 BAUD *3/12=300 & 1200 Baud 



3) 


662-0086 


*3 


3) 


641-8688 


*3/12 


3) 


978-8087 


*3/12 


3) 


531-1701 


*3/12 


3) 


247-0094 


*3/12 


3) 


525-5172 


*3/12 


3) 


399-1775 


*3 


3) 


546-3689 


*3/12 


5) 


371-1106 


*3 


3) 


449-8544 


*3/12 


3) 


278-1727 


*3/12 


3) 


287-4824 


*3 


3) 


398-3078 


*3/12 


3) 


771-4126 


*3 


3) 


585-2168 


*3 


3) 


687-6045 


*3 


3) 


585-2165 


*3/12 


3) 


582-0657 


*3/12 


3) 


978-1685 


*3 


3) 


563-6177 


*3/12 


3) 


532-8410 


*3/12 
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IBM-SX 
Conversion 

David Small 



experience. Not only that, open 
up your ST drive and you'll 
violate the warranty. - 



ANTIC PUBLISHING INC., 
COPYRIGHT 1985. 
.PRINTED BY PERMISSION. 



You can read and write IBM PC 
disks on your Atari ST — if you 
connect a 40-track 5 1/4-inch 
disk drive to your 3 1/2-inch 
disk drive. Or. ..if you don't 
need IBM file compatibility for 
an ST, you can connect a 
2-sided, 80-track, 5 1/4-inch 
drive and store 720K on one 
disk. Thia will save you money 
because 5 1/4-inch disks and 
drives are . cheaper than 3 
1/2-inch disks and drives. 

But can you use the disk drive 
from your 8-bit Atari? Not if 
the drive is an 810, 1050, or an 
Atari workalike, such as an 
Indus, Astra, or Rana. However, 
ATR8000 and Percom drives will 
work. They are "industry 
standard" drives that 

communicate via standard 34-pin 
interface connector. 



THE WiJiNJNG -> 

Before actually telling how to 
hook up a 5 1/4-inch drive to 
your ST, we must caution you 
that this is no job for 
electronics beginners. You need 
to solder and to understand the 
circuitry of whatever 5 1/4-inch 
you are using. Debugging your 
new system can be a frustrating 



RIBBONS AND PINS 

Of the 34 pins in the standard 
industry connector, only about 
14 are used. The Atari ST 
brings these 14 wires out in a 
short, thick cable that plugs 
from the ST into the first 
drive's ^'IN" connector. This 
cable uses a non-standard 14-pin 
DIN connector, but it carries 
industry standard signals. 

Our goal is to get those signals 
to a standard 34-^ia connector 
and thus to a standard disk 
drive. 

Theoretically, we'd put a 34-pin 
edge connector on one end of a 
ribbon cable, 14-pin DIN 
connector on the other, and we'd 
have our disk drive cable. 
However, in practice I couldn't 
find a 14-pin DIN connector. 



INSIDE THE DRIVE 

Therefore, the method I chose to 
use was to tap into the signals 
inside the 3 1/2-inch ST drive. 
Besides voiding your warranty, 
this will probably require you 
to cut a slot in the drive case 
for the new ribbon cable. 

If you open up the drive (use a 
Phillips screwdriver) you'll 
find the 14-pin DIN connector 
expands to (surprise!) an 
industry standard 34-pin ribbon 
cable. 

Of course, it does this inside 
the shield to prevent radio 
noise from leaking out. A small 
circuit board has the two 14-pin 
connectors (IN and OUT) mounted 



on it, and it connects to the 
34-pin ribbon cable inside the 
drive. 

I put a "tap" from the 34-pin 
ribbon cable in the drive to the 
34-pin ribbon cable running to 
my remote 5 1/4-inch disk drive. 
I then used a DB-40, 40-pin male 
and female clamp-on connector to 
clamp one side to the ribbon 
cable and the other to the 
remote drive's cable. Then I 
plugged the two DB-40s together. 

You don't have to use a DB-40. 
Any clamp-on connector that 
covers the first 34 pins will 
work fine • 



1/2-inch drive's DIN 
board. 



connect 



KINKY WIRING 

But there's a catch. Atari does 

something kinky with the drive B 
select signal. It's on pin 6 of 
the DIN connector when coming 
from the ST. But inside drive A 
it is switched from "IN" 
connector pin 6, to "OUT" 
connector pin 5, where it 
becomes drive select for drive 
B. 

This means Atari ST drives 
always listen on pin 5 for 
select, and the daisy chain 
scheme gives the proper drive 
the correct signal. Thus the 
two connectors on the back of 
the ST drive are not 
interchangeable, like other 
Atari drives. Plug your ST into 
the "OUT" connector, the drive 
won't work, period. 

Therefore, we have to jump from 
pin 6 of the DIN connect (drive 
B select) to pin 12 of the 
ribbon cable (drive B select) to 
get this signal across. 
Otherwise, it doesn't show up on 
the 34-pin cable. This is easy 
to do on the bottom of the 3 



Now we need to set the remote 
drive as drive B. Sometimes 
it's called drive 1 or drive 2, 
depending on whether the 
manufacturer numbers drives at 0 
or 1 . 

When a drive is idle, a 
five-volt signal (HIGH) exists 
on the BUSY lijie. When the 
computer wants to access the 
drive, it pulls down this signal 
to zero (LOW). When the 
computer is finished with the 
drive, it releases the signal 
and the drive "pulls up" the 
signal to it's original five 
volts. If two drives are hooked 
up, only one may contain pull up 
circuitry because the computer 
can only pull down five volts. 



Pull-up circuitry usually is 
contained in a chip in the 
drive. And now you are at a 
point where you must know enough 
about your 5 1/4-inch drive to 
figure out where the chip is. 

Since the ST drive A contains 
all the pull-up termination 
circuitry we need, we must 
remove termination packs from 
the remote drive. In the case 
of my Tandem TM-lOO-2 drive, I 
also needed to deal with the 
select line termination, since 
it doesn't go through the 
resistor pack. I had to clip 
resistor R14 f rom^ fny Tandem to 
get rid of the added 
termination. 

Special Note: The ST monitor 
throws out a lot of magnetism. 
If you don't keep your drive at 
least one foot from the monitor, 
the disk's heads will pick up 
the monitor's signals and 
confuse the read data. You'll 
immediately notice data error if 
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you get your drive close to the 
monitor. This is a good reason 
to use a fairly long ribbon 
cable (3 feet or so) (We haven^t 
noticed this problem in-house. 
ANTIC ED) , 



ALL DONE 

All right, assume you have added 
an 80-track drive. Put the disk 
in, close the door and turn on 
the system. Click on drive B, 
select FORMAT, and format the 
disk either single-sided or 
double-sided. From then on, 
treat the 80-track drive as an 
Atari ST drive. Note: 80 track 
drives have traditionally been 
persnickety, which is why 
40.-track drives remain popular. 
Keep a sharp eye on the drive's 
alignment. It takes very little 
misalignment to make a disk that 
only one 80-track drive in the 
whole world can read. 

If you've added a 40-track 

drive, you may use it as an ST 
drive in only a limited fashion. 
You can't use FORMAT -or a track 
copy, because they'll try to 
force the drive past it's 40th 
track. 



IBM ST 

On the other hand, you can put 
an IBM PC disk in that 40-track 
drive, and click on the B icon. 
It'll pull up the disk's 
directory into folders and "text 
only" files. 

You'll notice on the top of the 

window a PC-DOS type of 
"pathname" consisting of 

multiple (if needed) folders and 
a file name. GEM simply turns 
the concept of pathnames into 
folder icons and moves you 
through the path b^ your actions 



of selecting, opening, or 
closing a folder. 

Of course, you can't run IBM 
programs because they are 
written in IBM assembly 
language, which the ST cannot 
understand. However, you can 
freely copy and use text filea 
and the data within them. 
Furthermore, if you write back 
out from the ST to the PC disk, 
you'll find that an IBM has no 
trouble re a ding , wha^ ^ o u wrote. 

Leltei^s 

(continued from page 20) 

lacks advertising and Bill 

Wilkinson. Family 

Computing doesn't even try 

to compete in the program 

listing category and is 

aimed at very young or 

ft 

very inexperienced users. 

Your omission totally changed 
what I was trying to 
communicate, and left me 
appearing to contradict myself 
in my own article. , 

You may, if you wish, print this 
letter and your reply in the 
next Journal. I always hoped 
we'd have a letters column, 
anyway. 

Sincerely, 
Gordon Totty 



Dear Mr. Totty: 

We sincerely apologize for any 
misunderstandings that may have 
arisen from the mistakes in the 
February issue. As you can see 
from this issue, we are in the 
process of changing the Journal 
format will try to be more 
careful in the future. 

The Editors 



New 
Books 

B.Dalton Oakland Mall 



MAPPING THE ATARI 
(REVISED EDITION) 
BY IAN CHADWICK 
$16.96 

The comprehensive source book 

and memory guide for beginning 
and veteran programmers for the 
400, 800, XL and the XE. This 
book serves as a doorway to 
understanding the inner workings 
of the Atari for the beginning 
programmer, as a tutorial for 
the intermediate, and as a 
reference work book for the 
advanced. This book provides 
the most detailed discussion yet 
offered on almost every known 
memory location. 

DR. C WACKO 'S 
MIRACLE GUIDE TO DESIGNING 
AND PROGRAMMING YOUR OWN 
ATARI COMPUTER ARCADE GAMES. 

$12.95 

« 

Mastering Pac Man isn*t much 
solace if you^re a real computer 
gamer. What you realy want to 
know is how to write them. Dr. 
Wacko explains everything Atari 
Basic programmers need to create 
their own blockbusters. What^s 
more, the kindly doctor gives 
you absolutely free and without 
obligation, never before 

published programs that make 
designing and programming your 
games a snap. Inside tips on 
designing arcade games that will 
turn humdrum into bestsellers. 



PRESENTING THE ATARI ST 
BY L. ENGLISH & J. WALKOWIAK 

$16.95 

A new era is beginning in the 
world of computers, the line 
which separates the home from 
the business computer is less 
distinct as machines such as the 
Atari 520 ST appear. These new 
super machines carry a price tag 
aimed at the home user. But 
because of the high performance 
capabilities of these new 
computers, they can also be used 
for serious business, scientific 
and engineering applications. 
The goal of this book is not 
only to provide the reader with 
a summary of the capabilities 
and features of this fascinating 
new machine, it should also 
serve as a good source of 
information for prospective 
buyers. 

ADVANCED PROGRAMMING TECHNIQUES 
FOR YOUR ATARI INCLUDING 
GRAPHICS AND VOICE PROGRAMS 
BY LINDA M. SCHREIBER. 

$14.50 

Here's a book that shows you how 
to understand the special 
characteristics of your Atari 
and how to use them for all 
sorts of new & exciting sound 
and graphics effects. You can 
create your own character sets, 
mix graphic modes, use 
player-missile graphics and 
screen flipping. Understand and 
use interrupts, create your own 
self-booting disk and cassette 
programs. Everything you need 
to become an advanced 

programmer, able to use all of 
your Atari's unique 

capabilities, is included in 
this outstanding source book. 
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MICHIGAN ATARI COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS 
P.O. BOX 2785, Southfield, Ml 48037 
Bulletin Boards: MACE EAST 585-2165 

MACE WEST 582-0657 

NEXT MEETING 03/18/86 7:00PM 

Southfield Pavilion-Ten and a Half Mile Road and Evergreen 

MEET THE NEXT rjFWERATION . . . JOIN AN ATARI USER'S GROUP 

Imagine you're at a meeting with other ATARI Home Computer users just like 
yourself. You could trade discoveries. Exchange information on different 
software programs. Find answers to questions many of you share. When you 
join Michigan Atari Computer Enthusiasts, that's exactly what happens! 

We provide you with software reviews, product demonstrations, guest speakers 
and a large selection of public domain software. 

But, that's Just part of it. Get Involved, there's a wealth of Information 

available to share! 

Are you interested in new software? Curious about the new Atari computers? 
Intrigued by computer graphics? You would like to know more, wouldn't you? 

On Tuesday, March 18th at 7 PM at the Southfield Civic Center, ERICK WUJCIK 

from THE DETROIT NEWS will excite and inform you of the news on the Arari 
front I 

For more details or general information call (313) 589--1789. 

MICHIGAN ATARI COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS 

P.O. BOX 2785 

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48037 
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